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make up the Habsburg dominions, yet this was safer
than facing certain dismemberment at the hands of the
Entente. If a general peace were not possible, Czernin
determined to make a separate agreement with Russia
for the cessation of hostilities and the resumption of com-
mercial and economic relations on the basis of the old
pre-war commercial treaty. For him it was an absolute
necessity to bring home a Brotfrieden (Bread Peace).

The Austrian and German Foreign Secretaries therefore
agreed at once to return an unqualified acceptance of the
Russian thesis "if the Entente would also agree to
negotiate a Peace on similar terms ". Hoffmann protested
against such a decision " because at bottom it was a lie ".
He urged that " it would be more correct to keep strictly
to facts ", and for the Central Powers to take their stand
on the Peace Resolution of the Reichstag rather than the
more embracing Soviet formula. The Russians should be
told frankly, as he had told them during the armistice
negotiations, that, though the Central Powers were ready to
negotiate a general peace, until the Bolsheviks could produce
credentials entitling them to speak for the Powers of the
Entente, it would be possible only to discuss a separate
peace between Russia and the Quadruple AJliance.

Both Kuhlmann and Czernin were opposed to this
doctrine, and between them they overbore Hoffmann's
objections and also those of the Turks, who wished to
insist that Russian troops should be withdrawn from the
Caucasus immediately on the conclusion of peace. This,
of course, was inadmissible to the Germans, since it might
logically entail their withdrawal from Courland and
Lithuania at the same time. After much argument Nessimy
Bey was persuaded to withdraw both this demand and a
further objection that the Soviet delegation had not
clearly stated its intention to refrain from all interference
in internal affairs. To this Czernin replied cynically that
if he, in view of the perilous internal condition of Austria-